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SERMON 

ON     THE 

ACCUR S  E  D    THING 

Thiit    liindci's    Succels   and   Vi^iory  in    W  A  R, 

Occjifioncd  by  the  Defeat  of  the  Hon.  Edward  Braddock,  Efqj 
General  of  r.ll  the  Englijh  Forces  in  North-Amtrica,  who  was 
mortally  wounded  in  an  Engagement  with  the  Fremh  and 
Indians,  near  Fo]t  Du  ^e/he,  and  died  of  his  Wounds  the 
third  Day  after  the  Battle  ;   which  was  fought  July  ^.  1755. 


Publiilied  at  the  Rcqueft  of  the  Hearer  s. 


By     IV  1  L  L  IJ  M    FI  N  A  L,     A.  M. 
Paftor  of  the  Firfl:  Cong  RE  CATION  a\  Church  in  Rhode-Island. 


Rom.  viii.  31.    If  GOD  be  for  us,  who  can  le  againfi  us  ? 

FsA.  Ix.  uk.    Give  us  Help  from  Trouble  ;   for  vain  is  the  Help  of  Man  I 

Ihrcugh  GOD  Jkall  we  do  valiantly  :   For  be  it  is  thatfhall tread  down 

cur  Enemies. 
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Joshua    vii.   13. 

r//),  fcrn^lfy  the  Pecpk,  and  fay ^  ^ar.Rlfy  yourfeh^s  agaiiip.  To-fncrrc'v :  For 
thus  faith  the  LO  RD  GOD  c/Iirael,  There  is  an  accurfcdlhir.g  Ik 
the  Mid fi  cf  ths!^  O  Ifraol  ;  7hcu  cavfl  not  jiand  before  iblnt  En^miss.^ 
until  ye  take  away  the  accurful  Thing  from  among  ycu. 

IN  this  Chapter,  we  have  an  Accciint  of  Jrfiua**  fending  Spies  to  the 
Country  of  il/,  with  the  Report  they  made  at  their  Return  :—Th^ 
Number  of  Men  he  fcnt  to  dcftroy  that  petty  Kingdom  :— Than 
they  fled  before  their  Enemies,  snd  fomc  of  them  were  fiAin. 
We  are  in  the. next  Place  informed  of  the  Behaviour  of  yoJ}:iia^  and  the 
Elders  o{  Ifr ad.  upon  this  Occaivon  :  They  lujmblcd  thcmfelves  beforer 
God,  6  ver.  For  the  Heart  of  nil  the  People  melted  and  became  ai  fFattr,  upon 
their  hearing  the  News  ;  and  Jcfjua  himfelf  was  greatly  alarm'd.— But 
the  fame  Day  at  Evening  they  had  an  Anfwcr  from  God,  in  vhich  Jcfhua 
was  dire6l:ed  what  Method  to  take,  in  order  to  find  out  the  guilty.  Perfon, 
who  had,  by  his  Theft,  procured  the  Defeat,— The  Kind  and  Degree  of 
his  Funifliment  was  likewife  fpccificd  by  the  Divine  Oracle  at  the  fame 
Time  ;  which  was  executed  tke  next  Day,  in  the  Manner  prefcribedr 
after  he  had  been  deteded  and  convided,  14,  25  ver.  ^.^;*r<^  thfy^raifed  it 
great  Heap  cf  Stones  ever  him^  as  a  Monument  of  God's  righteous  Dif- 
pleafure  and  Severity  againft  Sins  of  fuch  a  public  Scandal  and  general 
Mifchicf  to  the  Community,  and  ns  a  Warning  to  all  others. 

Awu"  this  was  wifely  order'd  by  God  in  the  Beginning  of  their  new  Em- 
pire and  Settlement  iu  the  promifed  Land,  to  prevent  the  Death  of  grea: 
Numbers,  that  took  Warning  by  this  awful  Example  ;  who,  if  not  re- 
drained  by  the  Fear  and  Love  of  God,  from  fuch  dcteflablc  and  dedrudivr- 
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Pravflice?,  yet,  would  be,  by  the  Fear  of  PuniHimcnt,  and  the  Love  of 
their  own,  and  their  de..r  Childrens  Lives. 

I  llnll  wave  a  particular  and  critical  Survey  of  th?  Context,  which  would 
tftke  up  much  Time  to  little  Purpofc,  and  proceed  to  the  Text ;  in  which 
jt  may  be  noted,  That  God  fpeaks  to  7«y^fc'^  with  great  Solemnity,  and. 
Indications  of  high  Di^pleafurc  :  17>,  Jan^ify  the  People^  and  fay^  San^ify 
yoiirfehes — *'  Rife  from  your  Proftration — Attend  the  Duty  incumbent 
on  you  — Put  the  People  upon  making  fuitable  Preparation  to  appear  b^- 
Jorc  God — Summon  them  to  be  ready  agftinll  To-morrow,  and  bid  them 
iee  that  they  have  no  c;;remonial  Pol!u:ion  upon  them,  but  purify  your- 
fclves  f'om  whatever  is  contr&ry  to  the  Law  ia  this  Cafe,  that  I  may  point 
out,  before  the  whole  Congregation,  the  Pcrfon  that  has  committed  the 
iiccurfed  Fa6t  ;  and  th.u  you  m^y  all  ftc  his  mOil  awful  and  exemplary 
Punidimcnt.-- Purify  yourfelvcs,  for  the  whole  Congregation  is,  in  feme 
Refped't,  polluted  by  this  dcteflable  Thing.'* 

The  latter  Part  of  the  Text  contains  a  DeclarAtion  of  the  Reafon,  why 
the  Army  that  was  fcnc  out  cculd  not  fb.nd,  and  the  NecefTity  of  their 
removing  the  Caufe,  in  order  to  their  being  able,  for  the  future,  to  (land 
before,  and  fubdue  their  Enemies  :  ^ bus  faith  the  Lord  of'  Hofts,  fhers  is  an 
iiccurfed  Thiffg  in  the  Midji  of  ihee,  0  Ifrael :  ^hou  canft  not  ft  and  before  thine 
Enemies^  until  ye  take  away  the  accurfsd  Thing  from  among  you.  The  Sin 
of  Achan^  confidercd  in  all  its  Circumftances,  had  put  the  whole  People 
of //>^.^/ out  of  the  Divine  Froie£lion,.  and  v/as  the  Caufe  of  God*s With- 
drawing from  them  that  Spirit  of  Courage  and  Refolution,  which  are  nc- 
cefTary  in  War.  When  that  is  withheld,  no  Warriors,  tho*  their  natural 
Courage  and  acquired  Skill  be  ever  fo  great,  can  frand  before  the  moft 
contemptible  Foe  •,  efpecially  when  it  "is  on  the  i^ccount  of  the  Violation 
of  their  Covenant-Engagements  -,  v/hich  was  then  the  Cafe  of  the  Ifraelites. 

I  Oaali  now  attempt,  by  Divine  Afliftance,  to  offer  fomething  agreeable 
to  the  Subj€(5i:,   under  the  following  general  Heads. 

L  When  God's  profeffing  People  go  forth  to  war  againft  their  Enemies,' 
they  fnould  be  very  careful  to  put  away  from  among  them,  all  their  Sins  j 
efpecially  that,  v/hich  is  emphatically,  7heaccurfed  Thing  in  the  Midft  of  them. 

\\.  In  order  to  this,  a  diligent  Inquiry  ought  to  be  made,  to  find  outr 
what  it  is. 

III.  The  Reafon  afligned  for  this  Duty  is,  Ihat  unkfs  it  he  taken  aluay^ 
they  cannot  ft  and  before  their  Enemies  in  the  Day  of  Battle. 
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IV.  A  particular  Application  (hall  conclude  the  Subjed.  ^    , 

f    I.  When  God*6  profeffing  People  go  forth  to  war  agamft  their  Enemies,. 

they  Ihould  be  very  careful  to  put  away  from  among  them  all  their  Sins  v 

efp'ecially  that,  which  is  emphatically,  The  Accurjed  Thing  in  the  Midft  of 

■ihem. 

That  this  Duty  is  more  cfpcc'ially  incumbent  on  thofe  who  a  c  favoui'J 
with  the  Light  of  theGofpcI,  I  need  not  attempt  to  prove  to  a  Chriftiaa 
Auditory.  And  that  God*s  peculiar  People  arc  often  obliged,  by  the  ill 
Treatment  of  feme  of  their  fellow  Men,  to  go  to  war  with  ttiem  in  a  Way 
cf  Self-defence  (which  is  a  Duty  they  owe  to  Him,  as  the  Author  of  their 
Being)  is  evir'ent  from  undeniable  Fads :  Otherwife  they  would  be  driven 
out  of  the  World  by  Violence  ;  fiot  called  out  by  the  ordinary  VVay  of 
Pi  evidence  •,  or  be  forced  to  drag  out  the  moft  miferable  Lives,  in  the 
mod:  abjecl  Slavery,  without  tafling  the  Sweetncfs  ot  Liberty,  which  li 
common  to  the  Human  Species.  And  that  defeyifive  VJar  is  frcquenily  ne- 
cefTary  as  well  as  lawful,  and  (ffef/we  War  fometimes  fo,  is  coafpicuous^ 
not  only  f^cm  the  Or?.clcs  of  Truth,  but  even  Irom  the  Principles  of  Na- 
ture in  its  degenerate  State,  In  the  Old  leftamcnt,  we  have  diverfe  Ac- 
counts of  its  being  undertaken  and  engaged  in,  by  the  fpecial  Appomfmenc 
and  Command  of  the  Lord  of  Hods.  Nor  is  it  any  where  forbidden  irt 
the  New  Teflament,  either  by  Chriil,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  who  conlUtuted 
and  prcfided  over  the  legal,  as  well  as  the  evangelical  Dilpenfation,  or  by 
his  Apoflles ;  but  is  implicitly  approved  of  by  them  :  Which  it  would 
not  hare  been,  if  it  had  been  contrary  to  the  Spirit  of  the  Gofpel,  but 
would  have  been  forbidden  by  them. 

This  being  fo  evident,  1  (hall  not  attempt  a  Vindication  of  it  againll 
Sophiflcrsand  Bigots  •,  efpecially  as  this  intcrefting,  tho'  in  itfelf,  unplea- 
fant  Subjefl,  has,  of  late  Years,  been  fetin  the  moft  convincing  Light  by 
the  clearefi  Fens  -f. 

Having  premifed  thcfc  Things,  we  come  to  the  Point,  which  is,  That 
when  the  Lord's  People  goto  war,  thty  ought  to  put  away  all  their  Sins, 
efpecially  that  which  is  the  Aceurfed  Thing.  The  Obligation  is  general 
and  binding  upon  all  Perfons,  at  all  Times,  in  all  Circun:iftanccs,  more 
efpecially   when  under  the  Rebukes  and  Frowns  of  Providence  for  their 

B  Sins, 

t  See  Mr.  Tennent'j  and  Mr^  Smith'i  Sermons  (6>/"  Philadelphia)  on  the 
Suhje5l.  And  Mr.  William  Currie^j  Vindication  ef  the  Laivfulnefs  of  dc- 
JcnfiveJVar  -,  printed  in  Philadelphia. 
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Sin*-,  CIS  they  zve  In  a  Time  of  War.  This  Difpcnnuioft  Is  a  folemn  Gall  to 
ihe  Pracftice  of  the  Duty,  which  ought  to  be  religioully  obferved,  erpecialiy 
when  there  is  any  Thing  particularly  fpecified,  as  there  was  in  the  Cafe 
nf  the  J' c'ii^  at  their  Entrance  into  the  Land  of  C««^^«.  The  revealed 
Will  of  God  is  the  only  Rule  of  cur  Condudl,  and  his  Authority  the  Rea- 
Ton  of  our  Compliance. 

Now,  by  the  Accurfcd  Thing,  we  are  to  nnderftand  the  Perfon  oF 
■Acban,  together  with  his  ftolen" Goods,  as  in  12  ver.  And  his  taking 
thefe  was  cacrilcge,  becaufc  coniccrated  to  the  Lord,  Jofh.  6.  19. 
•  But  ir  it  be  di^manded.  What  we^  at  this  Day,  are  to  underflsnd  by  the 
A/curfed  Thing  ?  How  it  may  be  taken  away  ?  And  who  (liall  undertake 
the  difficult  Tdk  ? 

Tlic  Arifwer  to  the  firfl  of  thefe  Inquiries  is,  That  we  are  to  underfland 
Sin  in  general,  efpecialiy  that  which  is  open  and  public  \  or  thofe  Sins 
which  are  openly  committed  by  Perfons  of  Note,  and  by  Men  in  Authority 
and  Office,  boih  Civil  and  Ecclefiaflical  :  And  thofe  wh;ch  are  ccnmitted 
by  the  Encouragement,  Approbation,  and  Connivance  of  dignified  Per- 
-fons.  There  is  an  intrinfic  moral  Evil  in  all  Sin,  efpecialiy  the  lall  Sort, 
as  contrary  to  the  moft  holy  Nature  and  Law  of  God  :  For  this  Reafon, 
<;ycry  Sin  is  an  Accurfed  Thing.  For,  as  the  Apofllc  argues.  Sin  is  the 
^'ranfgrcjjim  of  the  Law  ;  of  that  Law,  which  is  a  Tranfcript  of  the  moral 
Perfedions  of  God  ;  therefore  necefilirily  hoJy^  juji^  iind good.  Ani  every 
Sin  is  more  or  lefs  heinous,  as  Cafes  and  Gircumllances  vary,  or  may  be 
altci'd  for  fpecial,  prudential,  .or  public  Reafons.  That  Sin  thcrctore, 
which  is  the  mofl  detrimental  to  the  public  Good,  and  the  moll  difhonorary 
■.to  God,  is  no'x^  and  <wr,  to  be  deem  VI  the  Accurfed  Thing* 

The  next  Inquiry  is,   How  this  is  to  be  taken  sway  ? 

The  Anfvver  is  cafy,  bur  the  Performance  difHcult  :  But  it  may  be  don| 
'by  a  vij|oroiis  and  faithful  Execution  of  the  Laws  of  the  Country  ;  whi:^  . 
is  the  Lvb gin. rate's  Province.  And  it  fuppofes  him  to  be  concerned  only 
in  fuch  Things  as  properly  come  under  his  Cognizance.  For  where  the 
Jeg-natlvc  Body  provide  a  Sttt  of  good  Laws,  enforcing  the  Obfervation 
of  the  Divine  ;  there  the  wanton  Boughs  and  rampant  Branches  may  bs 
cut  off,  tho*  the  Trunk  of  the  Tree  remain,  and  ti'.e  Root  live.  For,  pub- 
iic  Sins  are  but  overgrown  Branches  of  the  accurfed  Root  of  corrupt  Na- 
ture, which  fhoot  out  to  more  open  View.  And  *cis  evident  from  known 
^/?.cls  tluat  thcf":;  in   gencfal  may   be  lop'd  off  by  a  vigorous  and  faithful 
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Exertion  oF civil  Power  and  Authority.  For  the  Magijlrficy  was  ercaed 
among  Mankind  in  their  degenerate  i>tate,  and  thcle  Powers  were  ordairAl 
by  God,  for  this  very  End.  Rom.  13.  i.  Let  every  Scul  k  Jubjcil  unlo  ibo 
iigbsr  Powers.  For  there  is  no  Power  hut  of  God  :  Ihe  Powers  that  he, 
c:re  ordain'd  of  God.  fVhcfccvcr  therefore  reftplh  the  Power,  rffijletb  the  Or- 
dinm:ce  of  God.     For  Rulers  are  Kct  a  Terror  to  good  IVorks,  hut  to  evil. 

\t  follows  then,  in  Anlwer  to  the  h{\  Inquiry,   that  this  Work  belongs 
to  the  Magiflrate  ;    who,  as  by  his  Office,  he  undertakes  it,  ^o  he  is  obliged. 
In  Point  of  Duty  to  God  and  the  Public,    to  engage  in  it,  oihcrwile  he 
bears  the  Swerd  in  v.'iin.     He  ought  to  do  all  that  in   him  lies  _to^  iupprdi 
v^hatever  Vice  and  Immorality  is  cognizable  by  the  Law  :    This  is  greatly 
conducive  to  the  Benefit  of  Society.     For,   continues  the  A.poft'.c,  4  ver. 
he  is  the  Minijber  of  Godjor  Good  to  thee  (if  thou  t]o  that  whichis  good) 
But  if  thou  do  that  which  is  evil,  be  afraid  -,    for  he  heareth  not  the.  Sword  in 
vain  :    For  he  is  the  Minifler  cf  J  ad,  a  Revenger  to  execute  Wrath  upon  him 
that  doth  evil.     The  civil  iMagiftrate  may  do  much  toward  a' Reformation, 
by  fuppreffing  Vice,  if  he  would  dare  to  magnify  his  Office,  by  a  vigilant 
nnd  faithful   Difcharge  of  it.     When    this  is  not  wanting  on  his  ?art,  all 
needed  AffiHance,  and  a  Bkffing,   never  fail  on  God's  Part,     This  might: 
be  exemplified  by  IriHances  both  from  facred  and  profane  Hldory  ;  but  I 
flnll  only  recur  to  our  Text  and   Context  for  Illu'iration.     Here  we  find 
Jopjua,  as  a  Judge  and  Magifirate^  and   as  Gencralifjimo  of  all  ihe  JewirQ 
Forres-,    cxpreOy  commanded  by  God  to  fearch  out  and  r^un\'h  ihe  Accur fed 
Ihivg  :    Which  done,   God   went  forth  with  their  Armies, .  and  enabled 
them  to  (land  before  ihcir  Enemie?.     This  Event  feems  in  general  to   be 
adapted  to  all  Perfons  in  high  Stations,  and  to  have  been  defigned  for  a  a 
Example  to  chcm.     And    that  Nation  that  is   favour'd  with   good  Laws 
(fuch  as  fecure  the  Perfons,   Privileges,  and  Properties  of  the  Subject)  and 
with  faithful  Magiftrates,  of  a  generous   public  Spirit,    nyy  be  (tylcd 
Righteous,  in  a  forenfic  Seafe,  agreeable  to  the  Divine  Aphorifm,  Prcj.  i< . 
34.  Right eoujnefs,  encouraged,  p-omotcd,and  moitdiz^,  txalteth  a Nalioii  : 
But  Sin,  countenanced,  and  unpunifhed  by  civil  Authority,  is  a  Reprcncl* 
to  any  People. 

When  therefore  the  Rulers  of  a  profeffing  People  fend  forth  tlie^r 
Armies  to  war,  they  fliould  not  only  be  fatisfied  that  the  Caufe  be  jufl,  but 
take  a  religious  Care  to  remove  every  Thing,  efpecially  the  Accurfcd,  from 
among  them,  that  there  mav  be  no  Obflaclc  in  the  Way  of  their  Saccefi.  . 

■        '  Nor 
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Nor  are  Generals  or  Admirals^  or  ar.y  fubordinate  OiBcers,  exempted 
from  the  Duly;  butfiiould  do  thelrEndeavour,  as  far  as  their  Obfervation, 
Auihority,  and  Influence,  can  extend,  to  put  away  Iniquity  from  among 
tkemfelves  and  their  Men.  And  all  that  are  in  /Vurhority,  both  civil  and 
ecclcfuftica],  efpecially  the  Preachers  of  Righteou(nefs^  ought  daily,  and 
forever  to  recommend  and  enforce  the  Obfervation  of  our  falutary  Laws, 
by  their  own  Example,  and  by  a  fteady,  uniform  Pradice  of  thofe  Things, 
-which  they  require  by  Law,  and  recommend  by  Precept  and  Dod^rine  : 
Oiherwife  the  Law  loies  its  Force,  Government  mifles  its  End,  and  Preach- 
ing is  unprofitable.  For  the  Glory  of  God,  and  the  Good  of  the  Public, 
require  them  to  Oiine  as  Lights  in  tiie  Midft  of  a  perveife  and  crooked 
Generation. 

In  a  Word  •,  when  th^  common- Soldiers  and  Marines  are  engaged  in  War, 
they  fliould  carefully  put  away  the  unclean  Thing  ;  and  lo  ihould  they 
that  abide  by  the  So/ff,  and  they  that  remain  in  their  Poficflions.  Hear 
with  practical  Reverence,  what  God  fays  in  this  very  Cafe  :  DeuL  23.  9. 
When  the  Hofi  goeth)  forth  againji  tkine  Enernies,  then  keep  thse  from  every 
wicked  Thing.  For  the  Lord  thy  God  walketh  in  the  Midfi  of  thy  Camp,  to 
deliver  thee,  and  to  giv.  up  thine  Enemies  before  thee,  Therefore  fuall  thy 
Camp  be  holy^  that  he  fee  no  unclean  Thing  in  thee,  and  turn  away  from  thee. 
Having  difpatch'J  the  firfi:,  v/e  proceed  to  the  next  general  Head. 
H.  In  order  to  the  Rcm^v.^l  ot  the  accurjed  Thing,  a  diligent  Inquiry 
ought  to  be  made,  to  find  out  what  it  is. 

Take  away  the  Caufc  and  the  Effdds  will  ceafe.  \n  order  to  this,  we 
mufl  ufe  fuch  Means  as  are  adapted  to  the  End. — We  muft  exercife  our 
Faculties  as  reafonable  Creatures. — Mufl:  confider  our  Ways,  and  obferve 
the  Ways  of  othtrs,  etlimating  the  latter  by  Facts  and  clear  Evidences,  not 
by  mere  Sufpicions. —  We  rnudi  fearch  and  try  our  Ways  ;  refiedt  upon  our- 
felvcs  and  Conduft  ;  infpedtour  Hearts  very  minutely  ;  and  examine  our 
Actions  very  accurately,  by  the  Divine  Rule. — We  mufl:  learn  the  Art  of 
Self- Knowledge  -f -,  which  Kind  of  Knowledge  is,  in  general,  the  leafl:  re- 
garded and  inquired  after  of  any,  tho'  of  all  other  the  mofl:  neceffary 
and  ufeful  to  Mankind,  with  Refpeft  both  to  their  prefent  and  future 
Happinefs,     Every  one  ought  to  learn  what  are  his  own  reigning  Vices  ; 

and 

■f  See  an  eacellent  /mall  Treatife  on  this  Subje^i  by  John  Mafon,  A.  Mi 
which  ought  to  be  read  by  every  one  who  is  capable  of  belt- Application. 
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and  they  that  are  in  public  Offices,  ought  to  acquaint  themfelves  wnh  the 
■prevailing  Vjccb  of  the  Times,  in  order  to  expole  and  rearain  them  ss 
much  as  poffibie. 

We  need  not  enter  into  a  Detail  of  Particulars,  to  infcrm  ihofe  that  are 
in  Office,  wh;it  Method  they  ought  to  tar.e,  and  what  iMt-ans  to  ufc,  in 
order  to  deted  and  rearair.  Vice  and  Immorality  :  If  they  know  what 
belongs  to  their  Office,  they  know  the  Means  -,  and  if  fo,  they  are  inex- 
eufable^ifthey  ufe  them  net,  in  the  Sight  of  the  Great  LAW-GI  VLlt 
and  J  U  D  G  E  of  all,  to  whom  they  will  one  Day  find  themielvcs  ac- 
countable for  all  their  Condu6l  and  Procedure,  both  in  the  Leglflative  and 
Exuu:ivei:i\^^.  To  whom  does  it  belong,  but  to  the  M;'.g;llrate,  to 
fcarch  out,  and  take  away  open  and  public  Sins?  Is  he  not  ftyled  iii 
Scripture,  1heMinijlcrof3od,  fcr  this  End  ?  .Thus  he  is  to  fandify  the 
People  ;--^  and  they  alfo  mua  fanaify  themfclve?,  by  confiderlng  iheirWay, 
and  framing  their  Doi?j^s,  to  turn  unto  their  God.  In  doing  which,  both  Ma- 
giflrates  and  People  mud  ufe  the  Means  conducive  to  the  End,  or  they 
will  fail  of  the  ut  fired  Succefs.  But,  let  it  be  noted,  that  the  Sanclffication 
here  mentioned,  is  only  legal  and  external,  and  will  not  avad  to  the  Sal- 
vation of  the  Soul,  without  the  internal  San6lifi.caticn  of  the  Hcly  Spint. 

We  proceed  to  the  next  ?rcpofition, 

III.  Toaffign  the  Reafon  of  the  Duty  •,  which  is.  That  unlels  Goa's 
People  take  away  the  accurfed  Thing  from  among  them,  they  cannot  ftand 
before  their  Enemies  in  Battle. 

For  theFvincingofthis  Point,  let  us  confider  the  Nature  of  Sin  in 
general  ;  the  defiling  Influence  of  it  upon  Mankind  ;  and  the  deHrudtive 
Tendency  and  Confequence  of. It, 

As  to  the  Nature  of  Sin,  it  is  defcribed  by  an  Apoftle  to  be,  Ihslranf 
grfjjion  of  the  Law  of  God  :  Which  Law  is  a  Tranfcript  of  his  .moral  Per- 
feiftions  ;  therefore  neceffirily  holy,  juji,  and  good.  The  intrinfic  Turpitude 
of  Sin,  as  contrary  to  the  Purity  of  the  Divine  Nature  and  Law,  is  the  prin- 
cip.al  Reafon  why  it  fhould  be  put  away. 

And  it  has  a  defding  Influence  upon  Men,  and  renders  thofe  who  are 
guilty  of  it,  vile  and  filthy  in  the  Sight  of  that  God,  who  is  of  purer  Eyes 
tbatUo  behold  Iniquity,  without  infinite  Detcftation,  at  any  Time,  or  in  any 
Place,  efpecialiy  in  a  Time  of  War,  and  a  critical  Conjundure  of  Afi'airs. 
Therefore  it  ihould  be  put  away  from  the  Courts  and  Palaces  of  Kings  and 
Prioces  \  from  national  Councils,  and  the  higher  Courts  j   and  from  all  the 

G.  Court*- 
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Cotirt^  of  Judicature  in  the  Nation  and  Kingdom,  of  every  Denemination; 
from  the  Markets,  and  aU  Places  of  public  Commerce  and  Refort ;  and 
iFom  our  Camps,  and  "Fleets,  and  FortrdTes  :  For  it  is  moH:  heinous,  when 
praftifed  op:^nly  by  Perfons  in  high  Stations,  public  Offices,  and  impor- 
"rantTrufts,  who  (hould  be  the  moll  virtuous  and  exemplary  Perfons  in  the 
V/orld,  on  Account  of  the  Ir.fluence  which  their  Example  has  upon  others. 

As  to  the  Tendency  and  Confcquence  of  public  Sins,  it  is  to  bring  De- 
solation and  Ruin  upon  the  People,  ;-s  is  evident  from  the  Hiflory  of  the 
Kings  of  Ifrael. — For  when  the  Holy  O  N  E  of  Ijrael  looks  down  upon  a 
People,  and  fees  the  abominable  Thing  among  them,  he  turns  away  with 
IndK^nation,  and  withdraws  his  favourable  Pretence  and  kind  Influence. — 
Then  follows  Confufion,  and  endlcis  perplexing  Debates  in  their  Coun^ 
Cils,  Fniuration  of  their  Schemes,  Difappoincment  of  their  EnterprizcsV 
and  Defeat  of  their  Armies,  with  a  Saks  of  other  Judgments  and  Cala^ 
inities. 

And  UGW  they  cannot  Sland  before  their  Enemies ;    but  are  furprized, 

-intimidated,  run,  flumble,  and  fall  down  dead  and  wounded  in  Heaps — 

Jull  like  a  Flock  of  the  feather'J  Kind,  that  were  ftretching  their  Courfe, 

Jecur?,  over  Hills  and  Mountains,  Vailies  and  Rivers,  till  they  advanced 

r.car  the  Place,  where  the  Fowler  lay  in  AmbuHi,  amongd  the  Reeds  •,-- 

then,  upon    his  fudden  and   unexpected  Difcharge,  fall  to  the   Ground, 

iliitter  and  expire,— while  fome  eCcape  afFrighred,  and  others  wounded.— 

And  no  Wonder  they  cannot /'?^/.'i-— for  God  has  departed  from   them, 

iind  left  them  an  eafy  P^rey  to  their  Enemies.     And  as  He  is  not  for  them, 

He  is  agiinft  them,  and  on  the  Side  of  their  Adverfaries.     And  tho*  their 

Number  be  ever  lb  grear,  and  iheir  Military  Preparations,  Courage,  and 

Skill  for. War,  ever  jo  refpedable  •,  yet  if  God  be  not  for  them,  and  with 

tiier,!,  as    their  wife   Leader  md   almighty  Protector,  they  cannot 

/?^wi— Read  v,;irh  Reverence  the  awful  apoofue  Tlirearening,  L(v.  26.  15. 

Jf  ye  will  not  do  all  niy  Commandments,  but  break  my  Covenant—!  will  fet  my  . 

Fnce  a'^ainji  you,  and  ye  (hall  be  Jinn  before  ycur  Enmies.     Tbey  that  hate  you 

pali  reign  over  you '^  and  .ye  [hall  Jiee  when  none  purfueth  you.     The  Lord  of 

Flolb  cannot  go  forth  with  our  Armies  to  fight  our  Battles  for  us,  cannot 

walk  in  our  Camp  to  deliver  us,  when  his  infinitely  holy  and  penetrating 

Eyes  behold  the  Accurfed  Thing  in  the  Mid  ft  of  us      How  can  two  walk 

■to^eihcr,  except  (hey  be  agreed}— IVhat  Concord  hath  Ci\Ki'i>T  with  Belial  ?  — 

In)r  thi's  very  important  Res'.fon,,  v/e  fliould  carefully  take  avvay  Every  Ac- 

^urpd  Voing,  \'i\-\^\\  our  Armies  ^0  out  to  w?.r.  Wfi 


[.1] 

We  are  now  come  to  the  lafl;  Part  defign'u  in  the  Method  •,  which  is,. 

•IV.  A  pa  ticuIarApplication  of  the  Subj?{5l  in  fevcral  Ufe?.     And, 

1,  Let  us  humble  ourlelves  under  the  mighty  Hand  of  God,  thnc  has 
been  Ibetch'd  out  againfl:  u%  in  the  Lite  Defeat  of  our  principal  Army. 

This  is  a  heavy  Blow,  juRly  infiidcd  upon  us  by  the  Hand  of  an  angry 
God  — a  terrible  Fvil  in  itfelf  ;  but  may  houcver,  by  his  wife  and  good 
ffovidence,  prove  beneficial  in  the  End.  And  we  cugbt  to  knovy  that  h 
is  for  our  Sins,  highly  aggravated,  long  and  obllinately  perfifted  in,  after 
(x3-lemn  Warnings,  and  Iharp  Rebukes,  of  various  Kinds.  Let  us  then 
juflify  God  and  rake  Shame  to  ourfclves,  like  the  penitent  Jews  in  Ezra^s 
Time.  Tbcu  art  righteous^  O  Lord  God  ;  for  we  remain  yet  efcnped,  as  at 
this  Day,  Behold  %ve  ate  before  ^hse  in  cur  ^refpaffes  :  For  we  cannot  ft  and 
hsfore  Thee  bee aufe  of  this.  If  we  cannot  ftand  before  our  Fnemies  in  this 
World,  becaufe  of  our  Sins  ;  how  much  lefs  Ihall  we  be  able  to  ftand  be- 
fore the  jurt  Judge  in  the  great  Day,  if  th^y  are  not  pardon'd  thro'  the 
Blood  ot  ChriU! 

3.  The  next  \J\c  fliall  be  of  Information  and  Examinati-on  concerning 
'the /fuurfed  Thing,   tnsc  h  s  procur'd  this  Defeat. 

That  the  World  of  Mankin  :  is  totally  corrupt,  I  need  not  inform  you  : — 
But  that  Vice  and  Immorality,  Frror  and  Hcrefy,  prevail  more  than 
ever,  I  mufl  tell  you  :  Let  the  Rearici's  own  Ob/ervati^n  and  Ccnfciencg 
be  my  V's'Mnd^ti-^'Confci^i^nce,  that  Candle  of  the  Lord,  that  Lamp  of 
Heaven,  which  lighrens  every  Man  that  comes  into  the  World;  and 
which  can r>ot  be  extiguiffied,  till  Man  almofl  v,'holly  degenerates  frotn" 
the  Sratc  of  his  Creation. 

-  If  any  fhould  be  inquifinve  to  know,  What  is  the  particular  Accurfed 
Thing,  in  the  Cafe  of  New  England,  which,  above  all  other,  may  be  juilly 
fuppofed  to  be  the  Caufe  provoking  God  to  fight  againft  ut,  and  permic 
the  Enemy  to  defeat  our  Army  ?— I  muft  fay,  in  Anfwer  to  this  perrinen' 
Q^iery,  That  there  are  fo  many  Accurfed  Th'ngs  among  us,  that  1  have 
been  almoft  at  a  Lofs  which  to  fingle  out  ; — Ho«\'ever,  I  will  mention 
fome  of  them,  and  leave  the  Reader  to  chufe  and  judge  for  himfelf,  rt!- 
feA'ing  to  myfelf  the  Liberty  o^ Jljetving  my  own  Opinicm. 

The  abominable  accurfed  Things  that  prevail  in  our  Nation  and  Land, 
among  all  Orders,  Ranks,  and  S.xes  of  Pcrlons,  efpecially  in  the  Sea-p(>T?:~ 
Towns,  are  fuch  as  thcfe,  i;/2r.    Cuflomary  profane  Swearing  and  Curfing 
(taking  God's  Name  in  vainj  and  imprecating  Divine  Vengeance  upon 

Perfoivs 
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Pcrfons  anJ  Things)  :.s  if  fioiple  Affirmations  and  Negations  hid  n> 
Weight,  without  this  harQi  accurfcd  Adjun(5l  -,  or  as  if  the  native  Flowers 
cA  Rhetoric,  and  a  graceful  modell  Addrcfs,  were  unornamental,  unlefs 
inrcrmixt  and  garfiifhed  with  fhocking  Expreflioi.s  of  Impiety  ;— as  tho* 
uuz  Polirends  could  net  confift  with  a  proper  Regard  to  the  Deity  ; 
and  thhpsIii'eRnd  ^e;//^  Age  could  reliih  no  Converfat'on,  but  that  which  is 
ofifenrive  to  Him  !— But  paliie,  only  in  the  Efteem  of  Pcrfons  of  a  depravM 
Tafie,  degenerate  Mind?,  and  dlflfolucc  Morals  ;  and  wife,  only  among 
J^ools  /—Another  Evil  is,  the  open  Prohnation  of  the haki>aib,  by  unneceffary 
Purfuit  of  Bufmefs,  and  by  drolling  it  away  in  Paflime  and  Merriment, 
either  in  pjblic  Houfes,  or  open  Streets ;— Contempt  and  Negleaof  the 
Gofpcl,  irs  Ordinances  and  Inliiiutions ;— profcfied  Infidelity,  a^d  prevail- 
ing Herefy  :~  Pride  nni  Arrogance:— Gluttony  and  Drunkennefs  (ihc 
-Abufeof  Mcars  and  Drinks  in  a  gie^Jter  or  kfs  Degrfre)  whereby  the  Fa* 
culties  of  the  Soul,  and  Organs  of  the  Body,  are  not  only  clogged  and 
impeded  in  their  federal  Ads  and  FuniSlions,  but  even  imbruted,  and  un- 
fitted for  any  Service,  either  human  or  divine  :  —  Extravagant  and  immo- 
defc  Apparel  among  that  Sex,  that  pretends  to  the  greateft  Modefty  :— 
Fraud,  Injuftice,  and  OpprerTion  in  B.irgains,  Dealings  and  Commerce, 
and  the  pernicious  Prafticc  of  Claridejiine  Trading  in  a  Time  of  War  :  — 
Extortion  of  Ufurers,  more  efpecially  the  detcltable  Crime  of  Bribery, 
and  Partiality  in  Courts  of  Judicature,  and  genejal  AfTemblies  ;  whereby 
it  comes  to  pafs,  that  the  Righteous  are  rewarded  according  to  the  V/crk  of 
the  Wicked^  and  the  Wicked  according  to  the  Work  of  the  PJghtecus,  as  the 
Prophet  complains  :— Defamation,  Slander  and  Mifchief-making  among 
Neighbours  and  Friends;  efpecially  Falfifying  in  Witnefs-bearing  :— 
Coveteoufnefs,  Theft,  and  Sacrilege,  which  was  the  Sin  of  Jchan  - — 
And  laftly,  Self -Confidence  in  War,  at  this  critical  ConjuniJure,  when  our 
ALL  lies  at  Scake. — Thcfe  Things,  and  many  more,  which  might  have 
been  bro'c  into  the  Account,  have  been  very  obfervable  among  us  for 
many  Years,  efpecially  ol  late  ;— Let  Gonfciencc  fpeak,  and  the  Guilty 
fhall  bexonvinced. 

And  now.  if  there  be  one  Sin  rather  than  another,  that  may  be  pitch*d 
tipon,  as  being  the  mod  confiderable  procuring  Caufe  o\  the  late  fad  Dif- 
after,  I  take  it  to  be  Self- Confidence  in  War  :  This,  added  to  all  our  other 
flagrant  Crimes,  and  public  Sins,  fcems  tohave///*ii  up  our  iVleafure,  and 
ripen'd  us  for  the  Melancholy  Event.-— Did  not  a  Self-confident  Spirit  begin 

to 
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to  afu,  while  we  were  prepaj-ing  to  fend  out  our  Armies  ?  Did  it  not  run 
thro*  the  Country,  like  Wild-fi-e,  all  the  Time  the  General  was  on  his 
March  to  Ohio  ?  Did  it  not  enflame  every  Fancy,  and  citch  from  Heart 
to  Heart,  and  kindle  up  feme  unhallow'd  S(  arks  evfn  in  pious  UrcilU  ? 
Alas,  that  there  was  lb  much  ot  thisaccurfed  Thmg  tobefeen,  where  bcitcr 
Things  might  have  been  expeded  !  — Did  we  rightly  con^Kicr  J E  HO  V All, 
ns  the  Lord  o^  Salaoth,  or  the  Armies  of  his  People  ?— 'liiat  the  Batih 
is  his,  and  that  he  has  an  indubitable  Right  to  give  ;V»'^  whomfaevsr  be 
pkajeth  ?  And  to  compleat  the  prefumptuous  Sce-ne,  did  not  our  Troopj 
go  out  to  v/ar,  hoajiing  in  themfelves,  as  if  they  were  not  juQ  paiiv.g  on 
he  Harnefs^  but  wtvc  putting  it  off?  And  had  we  net  fevered  Accounts  of 
the  Prevalence  of  the  fame  Spirit  among  them,  while  on  their  March?- 
i:!oes  it  not  then  appear,  that  SelJ-CoKJidence  in  War  is  the  Accurfd  Things 
that  prevented  their  /landing  hfore  their  Enemies  ?  . 

3.  We  hence  leatn,  that  Self-ConBdence  in  V/ar  is,  in  iis  Nature,  moft 
o&.'nrive  to  ilie  Lord  of  Hoftp. 

This  is  a  compiicateVice  of  the  Mind,  and  of  an  Atheiftical  Complexion  : 
It  militates  sudacioufly  and  prefumptuoufly  agamd  the  Being  and  Attri- 
butes of  God  ;  particularly  his  Wijdom,  in  fetting  up  finite  Wifdoni 
againfl  that  which  is  infinite,  which  alone  knows  how  to  govern  the  World,, 
and  difpofe  of  all  Events,  infinitely  better  than  the  beft  Politicians. — 
Againft  His  Power,  by  boafting  in  their  own  Strength,  forgetful  of  the 
Almighty  -,  trulling  i»  their  Numbers,  in  their  Military  SkilUnd  Fur- 
niture ;  in  the  Bravery  of  their  Generals  and  Admirals,  and  of  their  Officers 
and  Men  (all  which  are  at  beft  but  an  Arm  of  Flefh)  v/hereby  they  do 
praaically,  and  in  a  Senfe,  explicitly,  deny  the  Almighty,  and  their 
abfolute  Dependeace  upon  Him  ;  as  if  they,  thus  equip'd  by  Human  Art, 
bad  no  Need  of  Him  to  teach  their  Hands  to  war,  and  their  lungers  te  fight ; 
and  to  cover,  their  Heads  in  the  Bay  of  Battle  :  Or  to  be  their  Sun,  to  en- 
lighten them  in  their  Way,  and  their  Shield  to  defcjtd  them  in  th'cir  Battles ; 
And  as  tho'  they  had  it  in  their  Pov/er,  to  command  Succefs  and  Viclory 
by  their  own  conquering  Blows. — It  is  alfo  an  Impeachment  of  the  Jujlice 
of  God,  if  he  Ihould  not  give  them  the  Vidlory  •,  allowing  they  are  de- 
pendent on  Kim  therefor.— And,  in  a  Word,  it  is  a  fetting  up  their  Wills, 
agamft  the  Divine  Sovereignty,  and  denying  Him  the  fole  Prerogative  ot 
ordering  all  Events,  as  he  pleafeth  ;  particularly  thofe  relating  to  guilt/. 
Mortalfi,  unworthy  of  any  gracious  Notice,     It  is  a  determining  in  them- 

D  '    '"  felves',  * 
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{c\^c%y  anJ  proudly  declaring,  That  they  will  liave  the  Vidory,  whether 
lid  will  ^ive  ir,  or  rot  :    And  fo  by  Confeouence,  fetting  up  themfelves, 
i'ot  onlv^iiainrt  God>,  but  ?bove  God. 

7'/^/j,'as"it  is  the  moft  fnocking  Thought,  fo  it  is  the  mofl;  ready  Way 
to  procure  fuch  a  reniarkable  Defeat,  as  our  Army  has^lately  had.- — -Thus 
1  have  given  you  a  general  View  of  the  Nature  of  Self-Confidence  in  War> 
the  Accurfed  THh-g,  which,  aki-e  ell  oibcr,  or  in  Addition  to  v:any  ether, 
public  Sins,  has  provoked  God  to  inflicl:  tliis  humbling  Stroke— Let  as 
many  ot  us  then,  as  are  confcious  of  this  Sin  fand  who  among  us  is  noc 
auilty  r)  fmite  upon  our  B-ea(ls,  fayingj — "  Alas,  my  Soul,  how  great  a 
Share  hall  thou  had  in  procuring  this  Calamity  !  " 

A.  We  infer  likewife,  that  it  becom>es  us  to  be  modeH:  and  cautious  in 
our  Remaiks  upon  this  Occafion. 

People  are  very  apt  to  iuake  unlu'table  Remarks  upon  fuch  Occafions.-— 
Wh/ile  fome  find  Fault  with  the  Great  First  Cause,  and  blame  the 
Condu6t  of  his  Providence  ;— others  lay  the  Blame  of  adverfe  Events 
upon  Second  Caujes,  in  luch  a  Manner,  as  if  there  was  no  Firji  Mover, 
•and  Sovereign  Difpofer  of  Events  •,  but  as  tho'  all  depended  upon  hum.aa 
Forcfight,  Prudence,  and  Bravery. 

As  to  the  Condu6t  ot  Divine  Providence  towards  us,  and  the  Equity  of 
it,  in  the  k.te  Defeat,  it^ias  been  iufficiently  vindicated  in  the  preceding 
Difcourfe,  by  the  Confidcration  of  our  Sinfidnels  and  Unvjonhinsfs, 
■  As  to  the  Gsneral,  he  v/as  a  brave  experienc'd  Warrior,  in  the  Regular 
Way,  v^ho  had,  by  his  good  Behaviour  in  Military  Affairs,  deferved  well 
of  hi*s  King  and  Country  •,— and  was  in  high  Favour  v/ith  thofe  who  knew 
his  Abilities  :— His  Merit  rccomm.ended  him  to  his  Majefly'^  Service  in 
America.  — ^-iM  he  had  notOppcrrunity  to  acquaint  himfelf  with  thtlrregit- 
■lar-Uarncr  of  Fighting  in  this*  Councry— And  fo   he  happenM  to  be  un- 

When'he  fell  into  DifTiculty  and  Danger,  he  exerted  himfclf  ro  t!:e  ut- 
moft  •,— and  when  the  Cafe  req^ir'd  it,  expofed  himfclf  as  m.uch  as  if  he 
had  been  a  common  Soldier,  rather  than  defert  our  Caufe,  or  five  himfeif 
bv  an  inglorious  Flight.— And  his  Example  was  followM  by  the  OfHcers, 
v/ho,  'cis'^faid,  bshav'd  in  rhc  moft  gallant  Manner  •,  tho*  they  alfo  were 
tinacquaintcd  with  the  American  Way  of  Fighting. 

The  Means  of  this  Defeat  were  ordain'd  and  order'd  by  God  :  The 
i^rorur'ng  Caufe  was  our  S-ns,  eipec'ali/  the  Accurjed  rhing.     We,  by  our 
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Sin?,  by  our   Self-Cci^jidence^  together  with   that  vvhicii  prevailed   \:\   {\\t 
Army»  rendered  him  unable  to  iland  before  our  Enemies. 
Wherefore, 

5.  Let  us  rake  up  a  Lamentation  over  our  fall'^n  General  \  /r.d  over 
Dur  degenerate  Land. 

*'  How  are  the  mighty  fallen,  and  the  Wcapor;S  cf  War  ptrin-K^d"!  Tell 
it  not  at  ^.tbsc^  pubiifn  it  not  in  the  Strcers'o^  Faris^  left  the  Daughters 
of  France  rejoice,  and  the  Sons  of  Jnti-chrifi  triumph.  Ye  Mountains  of 
Jpa/achea,  and  ye  Plains  ot  Ohio,  let  there  be  no  Dew,  neither  let  there 
be  Rain  upor^  you— And  thou  Monor.gahda  f,  let  not  thy  Waters,  ftairi'd 
with  the  Blood  of  Eriiijlj  Warriors,  henceforth  flow,  to  regale  and  fer- 
tilife  thy  fatal  Banks— For  ^here  the  Shield  of  the  Mighty  is  vilely  caft- 
away,  the  Shield  ot  Braddock,  as  the*  he  had  not  been  a  mighty  Man. 
From  the  Slaughter  of  the  Mighty,  the  Sword  of  Braddcck  turned  not 
back,  nor  returned  empty.  Yr  Daugh'ers  of  the  Engliflj  Jfrael,  weep  over 
Braddcck  •,  who,  had  not  your  Sms  prevented  him  from  being  vidorious-, 
Vv'ould  have  cloatheii  you  in  Scarlet,  with  other  Delights,  and  would  have 
put  on  Ornaments  ol  Golo  upon  your  Apparel.  How  are  the  Mighty 
lallcn  in  the  Midil  of  i\\?  Battle!  O  Bradacck,  thou  waft  f?ain  in  oar  low 
Places  by  the  cov/ardly  Foe,  lurkin[.|  a/iiorrg  the  Reeds,  afraid  to  meet 
^hee  on  equal  Ground.  Wc  are  diftrefk-d  for  thee,  dear  Braddock — Verv 
pleafant  haft  thou  b^ren  unto  us  :  Alas,  that  it  was  for  fo  fhort  a  HmeL 
How  are  the  Mighty  fallen  \    How  are  the  Weapons  of  War  periPned  1'* 

And  'Thcu,  New  Evglnnd^,  Hoiv  art  thou  fallen  from  thy  fir Jl  Lcve — and 
f7om  thy  firfi  IVorksl—Thcu  waft  planted  a  noble  Vine,  and  vjbolly  a  right 
Seed  '.  How  then  art  thou  turned  into  the  degenerate  Plant  cf  a  ftrange  Vine  7 
How  is  thy  E>:ccllence  departed  from  thee,  an  i  thy  Glory  fullieJ  ! — Thoa 
v/aft  once  an  Afylum  of  p^Mfecuted  Saints  ;  but  thou  art  nowalmoft  con- 
verted into  a  Den  of  Thieves  and  Robbers.  Thou  hall  forfaken  thy  God,  and 
he  has  departed  from  Thee  m  many  Rcfpedls  :-— Wo  to  thee,  if  he  Pnou'd 
wholly  depart  from  thee  '.—-Thy  Name  is  changed  to  Ichabcd,  i.  e.  the 
Glory  departed.     Where  is  the  Glor^  and  B.'auty  that  once  diftinguifliM 

thee 

-j-  Monongaheh— .'?  River,  about  a  garter  of  a  Mile  ii'ide,  ficar  fcrt 
Du  Qiiefnc,  fordahle  in  Summer  \  near  to  which  !he  Battle  was  fc\ght. 

*  By  New-England,  fome  underjland  all  the  Britifli  Colonies  in  North- 
America  •,  others  only  a  ParL 
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t]iee  from  Ouiers  ?— Tiio'  thou  wait  once  pofielVJ.  of  F/r^/«-Ciiarms  and 
Jnnocence,  thou  haft  ilncc  folloived  many  Lovtrs^  and  hail  degenerated  into 
n  niamtrlefs  Prollitute  to  numbcrlefs  debafing  Lufls,  whereby  thoa  art  ex- 
po!K2.1  to  the  fevere  Refcntmenrs  of  thy  Maker,  cnce  thy  Hufband  •,  but 
n^jj  no  more ^  till  thou  returneft  to  the  Exercife  of  \\\)  firjl  Love. — How 
h^e  thy  Sins  divorced  thee  from  Him  !  4-nd  how  often  his  he  threaccn'd 
to  caji  7kee  cut  of  his  Houfe.,  and  out  of  the  good  Laud,  which  he  gave  your 
Fore-fathers  for  a  Po fie iTio n  ! — How  is  thy  Excellence,  O  Neiu-Enj^Iand, 
departed  from  thee  !  Hav  is  ths  Gold  become  dim,  and  the  m^Jt  fine  Gold 
cknr.ged  ! 

6,   We  advance  now  to  an  Argument  of  Excitation  and  Fncoursgement. 

The  Jujiice  of  our  Caufe—ThtSticcefs  already  granted — The  ProfpcU  of 
Advantage  to  ourfelves,  and  PoQerity— And  ttie  hnfoffibiUiy  of  living  by  fuch 
p:rfidicus,  Blood-ihirfiy  Neighbours,  as  the  Frnich  and  their  Ailiis  in  Ame- 
rica— are  powerful  Motives  to  excite  us,  both  to  Caution^  and  to  Action. 
_  That  our  Canf2  is  juff  and  good,  has  of  la':e  b?en  provM  by  ancient  au- 
thentic Rrccrds,  and  Hiftories  of  Fa6ls,  both  En^UPo  and  French  -,  and  by 
ihe  mofi  folcmn  Treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Aix  la  Chapelle  \  the  Conditions  of 
which,  have  never  yet  been  fulfill'd  by  the  French  \ — and  are  never  like  to 
l)e,  unlefs  we  compel  them  by  Sword  in  Hand.  Tis  further  evident, 
from  their  vaji Encroachments  upon  our  Lands,  and  the  numerous  Forts  they 
have  built  thereon,  to  defend  them,  computed  to  be  near //7y,  great  and 
im.dl  •, — and  from  the  execrable  Barbarities  committed  by  them  and  theif 
Indians  upon  the  Inhabit.'.nts,  even  in  Times  of  Peace  *:  Thefe  Things, 
and  many  other,  which  might  be  mention'J,  make  it  evident,  that  our 
Caufe  is  juji  and  good- 

And,  wc  may  encourage  ourfelves  to  hope,  notwithftanding  the  Ohio- 
Defeat,  that  the  God  of  Armies  is  yet  for  us,  and  will  Siill  maintain  our 
Caufe,  from  the  remarkable  Smiles  of  his  Providence  upon  us,  with  regard 
to  the  Succeffes  ^x7.x\{Q.d  our  Voxcc^  2ii  Nova- Scotia,  and  the  Defeat  of  the 
French  Army  near  Lake  George  -f ,  which  was  Ajignal  Vi^ory  ;  a  never-to- 
be-forgotten- Mercy  to  ths  Englofio  Colonies — and  fhould  excite  us  ilill  to 

encourage 

*  See  a  Pamphht,  enlitukd.  The  prefenc  itate  of  North  America, 
XiOnd.  printed.  Bod.  reprinted.  i*  This  Sermon  was  t)rinied  after  the 
Battle  between  General  Jvihnfon  and  Baron  Dt  Dirfl^  u,  which  was  fought 
S?pt.  8.  1/55  i  ^^^  J^^^^^  things  were  added  for  liluihatton. 


[  17  ] 

SHcourage  mrfelvcs  in  the  LouU  and  to  hope  for  his  Proteftion  and  Blefflng, 
in  the  rhht  Ufe  of  proper  Means,  what  are  in  our  Power :  For  we  have  ihc 
Advantage  of  our  Enemies  in  Point  of  Situation,  Number?  and  Suppliesr 
of  Neceflaries  for  Life  and  War ;  which  we  ought  thankfully  and  vigor- 
oudy  to  improve. 

In  fo  doing,  we  have  a  Prcfpf!:i  of  rub  Advantages  to  fohow  //j,  and  our 
CLnldren  after  us  :-Such  as  the  Recovery  of  our  Rights  and  Iroperties, 
end  the  Lands  of  omv  American  Allies,  that  have  been  ravifii  d  irom 
themti  reducing  the  numerous  Tribes  of  W/^WJ  ro  our  Inter dl-,  fe- 
curing  the  valuabfe  Furr-Trade  to  ourfelves  •,  with  a  vaa  Extent  of  Loun- 
try,  well  waterM,  and  perhaps  equal  in  Fertility  to  the  Land  oi  Canaan, 
and  naturally  produdlive  of  every  Thing  ufeful  in  Life  •,  and  civilizing  the 
Indians,  in  order  to  propagate  the  Gofpel  among  them  fucce/sfu^ly,  v^haa. 
thele  Followers  of  the  Beaft,  thefe  Sons  of  Violence  and  Falfhood,  are 
driven  out  of  the  Land  •,"  for  they  are  the  greateft  Obftacle  to  the  Succefs  of 
the  Gofpel  among  them,  except  their  own  inherent  Corruptions  i— and 
what  is  more  fand  what  every  one  that  has  a  true  Senfe  of  Things  will 
f^ght,  bleed,  and  die  for,  rather  than  refign  or  negled)  we  have  a  Fro-peft 
of  fecuring  cur  invaluable  fpiritual  Privileges,  and  of  tranimitting  them 
inviolate  to  our  latefl  Poflerity.  u     7-       ? 

As  to  the  Impcjfibilily  of  living  by  fuch  bad  Neighbours  as  the  French,— 
we  may  obferve,  That  their  repeated  Fraaiccs  give  us  fufficient  Reafon  to 
conclude,  they  are  of  as  bad  a  Difpofition,  as  it  is  poffible  for  human 
Creatures  to  be  of,  in  this  Life  •,  and  that  they  want  nothing  but  Ability 
and  Opportunity  (which,  blcfled  be  God,  has  hitherto  been  withheld  fronv 
them)  to  fljow  the  World  how  ^^c/thcy  are— They  are  not  only  a  numerous, 
war-like  Nation,  whereby  they  are  become  refpedable  and  formidable  in 
Europe-,  but  they  arc  ambitious,  enterprizing,  fubtik,  deceitful,  perfidious, 
and  extremely  cruel  :  And  all  this,  upder  the  amiable  and  attraaive  Ap- 
pearance or  Shew  of  Honcfty,  Pleafantry,  Humanity,  and  Polite nefs  •, 
whereby  they  impofc  upon  the  EngliJ}j,  who  are  mope  honeft,  by  Educa- 
tion, and  of  a  better  natural  Difpofition.— Their  late  Pradice  of  burning^, 
killing,  torturing,  and  deHroying,  all  they  conquer  in  America,  without  Re- 
gard ioJge  or  Sex,  is  mofl  fiiocking— C^»^^  fay  they,  let  us  cut  them  off 
from  being  a  People  ;   that  the  Name  of  New-England  may  be  remembred  m 

E  more^ 

t  l^he  prejent  State  of  North- America, 
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li-ofc.  What  a  crud  "D^ftgn  is  this  againfl:  vanquifii'd  Lives ;— How  alarni'- 
ini  to  tUofe  who  have  atiy  Sparks  of  Humanity  in  their  Difpofition  !  — Or 
"a  Drop  Qi  Erglifrj  Blood  in  their  Veins !  — How  ahbcmnt  lo  every  pious 
Scul  !  — How  dclfjiable  to  the  kind  and  benevolent  Auihcr  of  cur  Ceings  !-*- 

May  it  not  then  be  expeded,  that  the  Confideration  of  tliefe  Thingt, 
tvh'ch  are  known  Fads,  fliould  awaken  every  Soul  lo  flri^  CcitUto77^  and 
vefolule  yfoiicfj^  zg^'inilfucb  an  Enemy  ? — If  we  fight,  we  can  ht  die  ;  if 
r.ot,  we  are  fare  to  die  — A  fad  Dilemma  this,  Fight,  cr  Die  J  For  the 
jFrer.cb  kcm  determined,  if  pofiibk^  to  root  us  quite  out  of  /Imerica  ,  and 
not  only  fo,  but  to  difpatch  us  out  of  the  World  ^  as  if  we  were  the  moft 
noxious  iVnimals,  and  had  not  as  good  a  Right  to  live  upon  God'i  Earth, 
and  to  breathe  in  his  Air,  as  they  have.  — Il  is  (iie  Opinion  of  fome,  that 
ih?y  l;:.ve  private  verbal  Orders  and  Inftrudions,  To givs  no  S!^.artcr  to  the 
Engl i fn /«  America  :  — But  whether  they  have,  or  nor,  their  PraHice  is 
equ^aijy  hurtful  to  us. — And  fliall  we  tamely  fuffer  fuch  intolerable  Abufe'^  ? 
— Shall  we  lie  down,  like  Lo.mbs,  to  be  flain,  becaufe  they  would  hwe  us  I 
Shall  we  not  rather  roufe,  like  Liens,  and  er.irt  ourfclves,  like  Men? — 

To  A  R  M  s  then To  A  r  m  s,  ye  Defcendants  of  ancient  H  e  roe-  .— 

Ye  Sens  0^  Honor  and  Reno\»n. — Rife,  ye  Fathers  of  your  Country  — 
Tet  every  noble  Principle,  that  rffides  in  your  Patriot- Breafts,  awaktn  int« 
',ic^ji>  Life  and  Aolion,  er.ciied  by  the  b:fk  Motives^  and  infpirited  by  the  W'fi 
•ctoricus  Caufe,'- Religion,  Liberty,  ^elf-defence.  Let  all  your  Kiculties  an  1 
i*owcrs  be  employ" dy  and  cytry  Drop  of  Blood  in  your  Veii.s^rcw  -vuffnis 
and  glow  to  a  noble Ardcr — Refent,  lUver.ge^  your  Country'^  W  rnngs.  —  Mi,k 
ic  appear,  that  by  the  Help  of  God,  and  oi  Great- Britain^  you  wiil  bear  rhtir 
Infuks  and  Cruelties  no  longer :  That  you  c  ti.'t  endu -e  to  fee  your  U/ives 
{the  dear  Partners  of  your  Joys  and  Sorrows)  raviHi'd  before  your  Eye?, 
rip'd  UD  with  Child,  and  iahuman^y  murdet*d  ;— nor  your  tender  Babes 
(the  lively  Pledges  of  your  mutual  Loves)  dafli'd  in  Pieces  againfl:  the 
Stones  ! — Horror  to  your  Eyes  I — vVorJe  than  Death  to  your  Hearts  l--- Adore 
painful  than  the  Sword,  which  (foon  after  the  killing  ^V^.m)  pierces  your  own 
Bowels  /—And  let  them  know,  that  you  are  not  ufed  to  be  driven  into 
your  Churches,  and  there  burnt  alive  with  your  Wives  and  Children  ;  — 
tho' fuch  a  Thing  has  la'ely  been  devifcd  ! 

And  as  the  French  have  for  a  long  Time,  been  the  Plagues  of  Europe,  con-' 
tinually  embroiling  the  Nations,  fo  now  they  are  become  the  the  Difturbers 
©pd  hccndiaries  q^ America  :..?.nd  (it  feems)haYe,  without  aikmg  Ltave  of 

J^eaven^ 
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leiven,    dcomM  us  all  to  utter,  fwifc  DeflriitSlion,  withcut  the  tedlouJs 

CtTcmony  or  nn  hquijition—^o^  then,  let  us  lay  ihefe  Things  together, 

2nd  ^av,  'Wheiher  u  docs  not  ^t7jci'J  us,  ?.s  Aff'?;,  as  £ri/(?/7J  by  Defcenr,  and 
^tChrifiims  by  Frofefiion,  to  awake  \Ti^\w  our  Slumbers,  to  flart  from  our 
Px-ds  of  Ei^fe  and  Indo'cncc  ;  to  RufJj  to  Arms,  and  to  Play  the  Man  for  our 
PiCple.  and  for  the  Ciiks  of  cur  God  :  /hid  Ul  the  Ecrd  do  that  which  fecmelb 
gccd  unto  Him. 

7,   I  (liall  now  clofe  the  dark  and  tragic  Scene,  with  a  fcrious  ExhortntIo:i 
to  the  Ufe  of  Means i  conducive  both  to  our  temporaHnd  fpriiual  Inlerefts. 
Particularly, 

CO  Let  us  devife,  and  ufe  fuch  Means,  as  will  probably  difconcert  the 
Schemes  of  the  French,  dimppoint  their  Devices,  and  break  their  Mca- 
fures.— As  we  have  a  fubtilc  and  deceitful  Enemy  to  deal  with,  fo  we 
oi^ght  to  be  moredridlly  upon  our  Guard,  and  to  ufe  thofe  Faculties  with 
vhich  we  are  endued  (tor  all  necellary  and  good  Purpofes)  in  prying  Into, 
and  difccvering  their  Schemes,  and  Artifices  ;  that  we  may  be  able  to 
cr-unrer-plotanxi  rounttr-akft  them.  They  often  get  as  great  Advantage.sr 
by  Ai'ifce  as  by  Allien  :  And  v^hy  cannot  we  attempt  lomething  of  thir, 
Ki'-d  ? — Why  can  we  noc  believe  they  always  intend  to  deceive  u:,  when 
thrv  oir::  ;  ai.d  order  our  Maaers  accordingly  r  —  Arc  we  obliged  to  bc- 
iiev'e  rhern,  bec^ufe  they  fpcik  fair? — 

Pcfhup.'^  if'wou'd  be  thought  impe:tinenr  at  this  Time,  if  I  Hjould  infift 
upon  the  Expedisficy  snd  I^tc-^ffuy  of  building  and  repairing  Cables,  Fort:., 
and  other  Placts  o^:  Defence  ;  and  keeping  them  in  goad  Order^  and  '-^eil 
fur,ufjjed  with  nil  Kinds  of  war- like  Stores  :---But  as  this  has  been  much  ne- 
glected by  rhe  Englilh,  in  many  Places,  1  thought  it  migh-t  bear  men- 
tioning at  \.-2i\\-- -among  their  Politics  /  For  when  they  fiiould  have  them. 
ready,  they  tcjo  often  have  them  to  build  or  repair  ;'--notwith[landing  they 
fee  a  dtligning,  encroa-ching  Enemy,  fortifying  all  around  them,  even  in 
Times  of  Peace.--- But  as  v/e  have  begun  to  revife  our  Politics,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  we  fhall  defcryt\\t\r  DefeSfs,  and  mend  theni  in  Time. 

As  to  our  Militia — a  proper  Care  thereof  has  been  ns  much  neglciflc;.', 
in  fome  Government?,  as  our  Fortifications,  tho'  it  is  a  n<'c<-f[dry  Mean  of 
Self-Prefervation  and  Defence. — King  D^'y/V,  that  ^rr^?/ ^^^rr/^r  and  ivi'fl 
Politician,  never  loft  a  Battle  ;  and  it  was  owing  in  Part  to  the  good  Care 
he  took  of  the  Militia,  as  the  Means.  And  it  would  be  no  Difparagcment 
IT)  QMv  great efi  Gemrals,  to  imitate  him  herein  •,.  and  to  infpire  their  Men 
■wiih/\mbition  to  excel  in  Military  Feats  and  Exercifes.— After  the  De'^at 

of 
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of  Saifl  and  Jonalhany  David  had  tbtm  (the  Ofiicers)  teach  even  the  Children 
cf  Judah  tbi  Uj'e  of  the  Bow,  which  had  been  negledlcd  by  Saul  i  or  k  nsj^'it 
have  been  a  late  Invention  of  the  Philippines,  that  had  not  been  diiGOver*..rby 
him  :  But  it  prov*J  his  Overthrow,  \ot  the  Archers  (hot  at  him.  and  wounded 
him  fore.  It  is  good  Policy  to  acquaint  ourfelvcs  with  all  the  Arts  or  War 
in  Ufe  among  our  Enemies,  that  we  may  know  how  to  defend  ourfelves, 
and  annoy  them,  when  we  cone  to  an  Enga.^empnt :  And  to  take  Care 
that  none  but  able-bodied,  e£\5i:W  M^n,  well  dlfciplin'^,  befcnt  out  to  lighc 
fho/e  Battles  for  us,  upon  which  the  Faic  of  our  Country  depeads,— And  the 
more  firmly  they  are  attached  to  the  Government,  in  Ddence  of  which  ihey 
fight,  the  better— Bjt  what  can  ht  expefted  from  a  Number  of  raw,  un- 
difciplia'J,  debauchM,  enfeebled,  diffafieaed,  Mortals  ?— And  thofe  that 
ure  fent  to  war,  ought  to  beequip'd  with  every  Thing  neccfTary  therefor-, 
and  to  be  fent  in  dus  Seafon  ^  \qx  great  Advantages  may  be  loft;  ii-^  floor t  De- 
lays i  and  ^dcng  Train  oi  bad  Coniequences  follow.  A  vaft  txpence  of  hu- 
man  Blood,  and  Treafure,  may  be  favcd  by  Di /patch. 

And  all  the  Governments  ought  to  D  O  their  Proportion  in  fupplyins;  Men 
and  Money  •,— for  it  is  mean  and  fordid  for  any  to  attempt  to  caTi.  the  Burden 
ijpon  others. — Ail  the  Briiifo  Colonies  coafider'd  colk^ivsly  and  politically^ 
are  one  Body,  tho'  confift:ingof  many  Members.  Ought  not  every  Mtmber' 
then  to  do  its  Parr,  to  prefer ve  the  whole  Body  ?  For  if  the  Head  be  cut  off, 
all  the  reP:  of  the  Members  will  foon  widier  and  die.  This  then  is  a  Touch- 
ftone,  that  will  foon  difcover  who  are  public- fpirited,  and  who  arc  not. 
If  every  one,  by  -Parfunony,  Hiould  try  to  fave  all,  every  one  would  cer- 
taiidy  lofs  all  in  a  fiiort  Time.  But  to  give  liberally  upon  fuch  great  Oc- 
cafions,  is  a  Duty,  that  all,  who  have  Ability,  owe  to  their  Great 
JBenefactor,  CO  their  King,  their  Country,  Themfelves,  and  their 
Poftcrity. — But  here  it  ought  to  be  noted,  That  Four  of  the  moft  Northern 
Gover'nments  have  exerted  themfelves  in  fo  free  and  generous  a  Manner, 
that  they  have  almoft  out-done  themfelves  •,  and  can  do  but  little  more  in 
any  future  Expeditions,  unlefs  they  have  fuch  AfTiftance  from  their  Mo- 
ther Country,  as  the  Exigence  and  Extremity  of  their  Cafe  require. 

It  is  alfo  neceflary,  that  all  the  Governments  cut  off,  as  much  a&  pofTible, 
nil  Supplies  cf  Provifion  (which  is  one  of  the  main  Smews  of  War)  from  the 
Enemy,  both  dire£ily  and  indire5iiy,  by  breaking  up  that  illegal,  clandejiine 
Trade,  which  fome  intejiine  Enemies  to  the  Government,  carry  on  in  a 
Time  of  Vfar.    This  will  certainly  do  much  toward  the  fupprefTing  our 

public- 


[  al  1 

•  public  Enemies,  anJ  fome  think  more,  than  all  our  Forces.  For,  if  they 
are  not  fupplied  by  t.v^^  from  Us,  they  mult  ftarve  in  a  fliort  Time,  or  (ur- 
render  without  fightingr  And  this  will  prevent  the  fpilling  vaft  Q.aantities 
of  human  Blood,  which  is  too  precious  to  be  bartered  away  ior  French' 
Commodities  by  our  clandeiline  T::i-dcrG  j— a  Set  of  Haort-fighted  Men,, 
whofc  Eyes  are  fo  full  of  tl'.e  Duft  of  pre/eni  perfonal  Gain,  that  ihey  can- 
not forefee  one  of  thofe  dreadful  Conlequences  of  this  their  Pradlice,  that 
will  inevitably  fall  upon  their  Fofterity  •,  and  pe.hnps  upon  themfelves  :-- 
If  fo,  their  Blood  will  b^  upon  their  own  Heads  •,  and  the  B'ood  of  their 
Country  will,  in  a  great  Meafure,  be  required  at  their  Hands,  in  the  Day 
of  Judgment. 

Unanimity  and  z  gcod  Underftanding  among  the  EngUrrj  Governm^ents  in- 
Jmsrica,  is  another  excellent  and  necejfary  Mean  of  laving  the  whole  Country 
from  I'm  Ravaees  of  the  Enemy  \  and  indeed  from  utter  Ruin.— Vox  while 
our  H-ads  2inS  Leaders  ive  relenting  Affronts,  and  contending  among 
themfelves  about  Voints  of  Honor,  as  well  as  Duty,  the  unporcanr,  and 
pieffing  Affairs  of  Government,  and  of  War,  mua  be  negleacd,~-In  the 
mean  Time,  our  Enemies  are  unanimous,  vigilant,  a£five,  and  [wift  as  Eagles  -, 
never  failing  to  feize  thofe  Advantages,  which  our  unhappy  Divifions, 
Contentions,  and  Delays,  always  give  them.— Do  not  then  the  Fxigence 
and  Importance  of  our'public  Affairs  require,  that  our  civil  Rukrs,  oifr 
Generals,  and  Officers,  in  A  l  l  the  Governments,  pay  fo  facred  a  Regard 
to  the  Great  TruJ}  repofed  in  them,  as  ftridly  to  guard  againft  every  Thing 
that  tends  to  a  Mifunderftanding,  and  opens  a  Door  to  Contention  and  Bivi^ 

/ton  ^— And  to  cultivate,  as  much  as  pofTible,  ^  good  Uiderjtanding  ^mong 
themfelves  .?  This  is  excellent  Policy,  efpecially  in  a  Time  of  War  v 
agreeable  to  our  Saviour's  Words,  Mark  3.  24,  25,  If  a  Kingdom  be  di- 
vided againfi  it  (elf,  that  Kingdom  cannot  Jland.  Jnd  if  a  Houfe  be  di- 
vided againft  itfelf,  that  Houfe  cannot  Jland.  If  the  Britifh  Colonies  in 
America  be  divided  againft  themfelves,  ho^  can  they  ftand,  at  fuch  aTirnc 
as  this,  when  they  have  Need  to  u  n  i  t  1  their  Councils,  and  collect  their 
fcatterM  Forces,  'and  to  pour  them  with  Fury  upon  our  injtdious  and  perfi- 
dous  Enemies  ?  If  this  fhould  be  our  Cafe  fas  there  is  fomc  Rcafon  to  fear 
it  may  be)  Great -Britain  ///^/cannot  fave  us  from  the  French  and  Indians. 
For  God's  Sake  therefore,  let  both  Rulers,  and  Generals,  and  People,  hearken 
to  the  excellent  Advice  of  Solomon^  the  wifeft  of  Kings,  and  oi  mere  Men. 
Prov.  17.  14.  'The  Beginning  of  Strife,  is  ms  when  one  (etjetb  cut  Water  i, 
therefore  leave  off  Contention  kef  ore  it  he  meddled  with. 
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We  proceed  to  anoiher  Branch  of  Exhortation. 

(i)  If  we  hope  Tor  Succefs  in  War,  Icf  us  put  away  all  our  Accurfed 
Things. 

There  are  many  fuch  among  us  •,  and  they  mud  be  put  away  ;  or  they 
will  bring  down  the  Judgments  of  God  upon  our  Meets^  Armies^  and  Pro- 
■vinccs  •,  and  upon  the  whole  Kingdom  :  They  muff  be  (alien  away^  both  Root 
and  Branch,  by  Faith,  Repentance,  and  Preformation.  And  when  this  Peo- 
»)le  is  a  more  holy  and  humble  People  ;  then,  but  not  till  then,  they  will 
be  a  happy  and  blefled  People  :  And  God  himfeU  will  delight  to  dwell 
with  them.  Let  us  all  then,  both  Magiflrates  and  Miniflcrs,  Generals 
and  Admirals,  and  the  other  Officers,  with  the  common  Soldiers  and  Ma- 
rines, be  fcnfible  of  the  Corruption  of  our  Hearts,  and  the  IVickednefs  of  our 
Lives  ;  and  apply  to  the  Blood  of  Chrifl  for  Pardon  and  Cleanfing.  And 
having  fo  done,  let  us  repent  in  Duji  and  Ajhes,  and  for f eke  all  our  evil  Ways  \ 
f.nd  make  our  Ways  and  Doings  good.  And  wben  ow  Ways  pleafe  God,  then 
he  will  make  even  cur  Enemies  to  be  at  P'eace  with  us. 

Particularly,  let  us  put  away  Drunkennefs  and  Debauchery  from  our  Cities 
zndCamps. — ^ery.  Are  not  lewd  Women  Accurfed  Things  in  our  Camps  ? 
•Do  any  but  fuch  follow  Armies  ?  Ought  they  not  then  to  be  taken  away  ? 
,Do  Soldiers  in  the  Field  need  any  Thing  to  be  done  for  them,  which  they 
-cannot  do  well  enough  them.felves  ? 

And  having  made  ail  the  neceffiry  Difpofitions  for  War  with  cur  Fel- 
dov/  Men,  let  us  not  bid  Defiance  to  Heaven  by  our  Sins  •,  but  put  them 
.away — And  fet  up  our  Banners  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord  -,  and  no  more  venture 
out  into  the  Field  of  Battle,  under  the  Standard  q^  Self- Sufficiency, — nor 
{iare  again  to  difplay  the  Colours  of  Self-Cor.jidence,  fince  we  have  had  fuch 
fad  Experience  of  the  Folly  o^  trufiing  to  an  Arm  of  bleflj,  which  is  weak 
in  itielf,  and  eafily  broken — Nor  let  our  Officers  and  Men  dare  to  dijcharge 
^«?///^;  of  profane  Oaths  and  Curfes  againft  the  Battlements  of  He^vtn,  as 
many  of  them  daily  do  ;  whereby  they  feem  profeffedly  to  Jet  cut  on  an  Ex- 
f  edition  againfi  Heaven  ;  zr\d  do  pra^ically  bejlege  the  Throne  itjelf  o\  God. 

Generals  and  Admirals,  and  their  Officers,  have  it  in  their  Power  to  do 
p>uUic  Honor  to  the  Great  Name  of  God,  by  making  and  giving  out  Laws 
in  their  Camps,  and  Fleets,  with  a  fevere  Penalty  annext,  forbidding  pro- 
tane  Swearing  and  Curfing  ;  not  negle^ing  duly  to  infiiSi  the  fame,  when 
incurred. — And  they  (hould  make  it  appear,  by  their  ovm  Converfatien,  that 
they  reverence  diud  fear  that  mofi  holy  and  dreadful  Name.— And  the  only  Strift' 
4moP9-  Ciyjl  and  Military  Officers,  Ihould  be,  Whs  »mong  them  lliall  be^ 
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the  moji  virluous  and  exemplary  \  and  who  (hall  do  the  heft  Service  for  inclr 
King  and  Country. 
To  proceed, 

(3)  Let  us  adjoin  Prayer  to  Almighty  God,  as  a  fpecial  appointetj 
Means  of  Succefs^   in  all  our  Enterprizes. 

God  is  to  be  ackncwkdgcd  in  all  our  Ways,  hy  Prayer^  efpccially  \v\  our 
Wars.  And  for  an  Encouragement  to  this  Duty,  He  ftyles  himfelf,  A 
Ged  hearing  Prayer. — When  he  had  made  large  Promifes,  to  the  Jews  in 
Captivity,  of  temporal  and  fpiritual  BUfiings,  He  fuhjoins,  Tel  for  ail  tbis, 
■wUl  I  he  enquired  of  hy  the  Hcufe  of  Ifrael,  to  do  it  for  them. 

As  therefore  we  have  taken  ihe  Sword  in  one  Hand,  we  ought  to  take 
Prayer  in  the  other.  You  may  fray  and  fight,  at  the  fame  Time  :  And  the 
more  ardently  you  pray  for  God's  BltfTing  and  Proteflion,  the  morc^ 
likely  you  will  be  to  do  good  Execution  among  your  Enemies  ;  and  to 
cfcape  with  your  own  Lives  too.  All  they  that  go  forth  to  v;ar,  ought  to 
■exercife  and  exfrefs  a  humble  Btpendance  upon  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  and  to 
trufl  in  Him  for  Safety.  For  the  Batik  ii  His,  andhegiveth  it  to  whomfaevcr 
he  fleajeth. 

Let  us  then  pray,  that  God  Almighty  would  be  pleafed  to  blcfs  and 
preferve  King  G  EO  RG  E,  and  the  whole  Royal-Famih—^rA  the  Britifh 
Mini^ry  :  That  he  would  blefs  our  Gcvernors  -^xk^  CounfcUors  \  our  Gene- 
rah  and  /Admirals,— and  make  them  the  Guardians  of  our  fpiritual  Privile- 
ges, and  civil  Liberties  •,  and  the  j^ffdrtcrs  and  Defenders  of  our  Rights 
and  Properiies — That  he  would  make  our  Armies  couragious,  valiant,  lind 
victorious — That  he  would  cover  their  Heads  in  the  Bay  of  Battle — And  that 
they  may  go  on  from  conquering  to  conquer,  till  a  ll  our  Enemies  fhall 
ht  Jubdued  under  us — That  he  would  prepare  us  for  fo  great  a  Mercy,  by 
pouring  out  his  Spirit  upon  us,  and  his  Bleffing  upon  our  Offspring  •,  and  thereby 
difpole  us  to  a  thorough  Reformation  I — But  let  thine  Enemies  feriflj,  O  Gnd, 
fcalter  thou  the  People,  that  delight  in  War. — Let  God  arife,  let  his  Enemies  hs 
Jcattered,  let  them  that  hate  him,  flee  before  him  :  As  Wax  melteth  before  the 
Fire,  fo  let  them  he  confumed  at  thy  Preftnce:  For  ihou,  Lordy  art  great  iti 
Zion  :     Thou  art  high  above  all  People. 

My  Fathers  and  Brethren,  if  we  do  thefe  Things  aright,  no  doubt  God 
will  be  for  us,  and  enable  us  to  fland  before  cur  Enemies. — Then  fli.nll  our 
Armies  retu-rn  from  Battle  crowned  with  Vidory,  and  cloathed  with  Tri- 
ll mDh—r<^^'^/V/«^  in  the  Salvation  of  the  L^'dy^ndtriumphi-ig  in  -his  Promifi, 

To 
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To  conclude, 

(4)  Let  us  all  lift  under  the  Lord  Jc'u'^  Chrift,  by  Faith,  who  is  the 
Captain  of  Salvation  ;  and  then  we  ihkii  bi^  able  to /i and  kf ore  all  our 
Enemies. 

Being  iVnfiblc,  dear  Friends,  of  your  Captivity  and  Bondage  to  Sin  and 
Satan,  you  fhould  learn  your  Need  of  the  Ranfom  which  Chrift  has  paid 
to  Divine  Jufticc  for  guilty  Men,  which  was  his  own  Blood—a  Price  of 
infinite  Value  ! — He  bccAine  obedient  to  Deaths  even  the  Death  of  the  Crofs, 
that  Sinners  might  have  Life. — This  is  the  Righieoujnels  that  he  wrought 
our,  the  Ranfom  that  he  paid,  for  fuch  as  were  con.'emn'd  to  die  by  the 
Livv,  and  to  be  tormented  forever,  for  their  many  Rebellions  and  HoRi- 
lities  againft  the  King  of  H-aven.  Bur,  tha*  ye  are  Rebels  by  Nature, 
and  condemned  to  die  by  Law  -,  yet,  if  you  will  come  and  lift  under  the 
Captain  of  Sahaiion^  and  fubmit  to  Him,  on  his  Terms,  you  fhall  be  f ^r- 
don^d^  accepted,  and  faved  :  For  he  is  the  Great  Captain  of  all  t!je  Force?, 
that  are  railed,  and  to  b?  raifed,  in  the  Church- militant  I  —  And  as  foon  as 
you  inlift,  you  ftiall  be  inritled  to  the  Large  Bounty  which  he  has  pro- 
m'is*d  in  the  Proclamation  of  Grace  : — And  for  the  Service  you  perform  in 
his  fpiritual  Kingdom,  you  fhall  be  rewarded  with  a  Crown  of  Glory  in 
Heaven. — But  fuch  is  the  Enmity  of  your  carnal  Minds  againft  him,  that  you 
■will  never  become  Voluntiers^  till  you  are  made  willing  in  the  Bay  of  bis  Power. 

And,  you  ought  to  confidcr,  that  when  .you  are  inlifted  among  his  Fol- 
lowers, you  will  loon  receive  Orders  to  march  out  into  tbt  Field  of  Battle,  and 
to  engage  with  Principalities  and  Powers^  with  the  RuUrs  of  the  Darknefs  of 
this  World,  and  with  wicked  Spirits  in  heavenly  Places.  In  this  Cafe,  you 
muft  by  no  Means  defert  your  Colours,  but  put  on  the  whole  Armour  of  God, 
and  figh;  the  good  Eight  of  Faith,  as  you  hope  to  lay  bold  on  eternal  Life, 
And  in  order  to  this,  you  tnuft  obey  the  Inftrudions  which  he  has  given  by 
the  Apoftle  Paul,  which  arc  recorded  in  his  Epiftle  to  the  Ephrftans,  6.  10. — ■ 
finally,  my  Brethren,  beflrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  Power  of  bis  Might. 
Put  on  the  whole  /Irmeur  of  God,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  ftatid  againft  the  Wiles 
ef  the  Devil. — Take  unto  you  the  whole  Armour  of  God,  that  ye  may  he  able  td 
withfiand  in  the  evil  Day  ;  and  having  done  all,  to  ft  and.  STAND  there* 
fore,  having  your  Loins  girt  about  with  Truth,  and  having  on  the  Breafi-plate 
£f  Rigbteoufnefs  ;  and  your  Feet  fhod  with  the  Preparation  of  the  Gofpel  of 
Peace  :  Above  all,  taking  the  Shield  of  Faith,  whereby  ye  fhall  be  able  to  quench 
all  the  fiiry  Dartt  ef  tkt  Wicked^    And  taht  the  Helmet  of  Salvation^  and  the 

Sword 
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Swcrd  of  the  Spit  if,  which  is  the  Word  of  God.  You  mud  learn  the  Art  cf 
7/Jing  JkilftiUy  the  Shield  of  Faith,  or  you  will  be  oittn  wounded  by  the  /«- 
fernal  Archers,  who  (hoot  no  other  than  fiery  Daris  ;— and  of  handli'/jg 
dexteroujly  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit,  or  you  will  never  overcome  them.  And 
you  mufl:  be  continually  upon  your  Guard,  watching  againfl  their  Devices^ 
that  you  may  never  be  furprized  ;  but  always  ready  to  wiihjiand  their 
JViles,  by  the  Fotcto^  conff ant  Prayer  and  rupplicatlon  in  the  Spirit. 

And  now  vou  muft  ^and  ffrong,  fight  couragioufly  in  the  fpiritual  War- 
fare, and  (hew  yourfelves  valiant  Soldiers  of  the  Captain  of  Salvation.  And 
you  may  be  aflfur'd,  that  as  it  is  the  Son  of  God,  who  is  ftyl'd  the  Captain 
of  the  Lord^sHofis,  that  leads  you  oui  into  the  Field  of  Battle  •,  fo,  he  will 
be  your  Champion,  to  bring  you  off  more  than  Confu-rors,  at  lad. 

Having  th'^n-fore  inlilled  under  Him,  you  Ihonl-J  encourage  you'-frlves 
in  Him,  upon  every  Appearance  of  Danger  ; — and  De  flrong  upon  all  Occa- 
fions. — Let  not  your  (traces  hz  like  the  "Soldiers  of  Saul,  who  Itood  with  hrni 
trembling,  but  like  the  Worthies  of  D.wid,  able  to  i^reak  thro'  an  Moft  of 
Enemies,  and  draw  Water  at  the  VVells  oi  Salvation — And  if  at  any 
Time  you  fhould  be  wounded  and  foiled,  look  to  your  Leader,  and  he  will 
heal  you,  and  raife  you  up  -,  for  he  is  ai'*fufficient. 

And  h  thou  faithful  to  the  Death  ffor  thou  muft  once  pafs  through  that 
gloomy  Vale,  either  m  a  natural  or  violent  Way,  to  the  bright  triumpht^nc 
World  above)  and  then,  tho'  thou  waft  ranked  an^;ong  the  meaneft  of  his 
Followers  here,  thou  (h^lt  be  array'd  and  adorn'd  with  a  Palm  of  final 
Vidlory,  a  Dudem  of  immaculate  Beauty,  and  a  Crown  of  immortal 
Glory  ;  and  (hale  live  and  reign  with  Him  in  His  Kingdom  ;  where  there 
IS  no  Nqife  nor  Rumour  of  War,  but  all  the  Region  is  everlnjling  Piace.— 
"Where  fits  the  Prince  of  Peace,  in  ^tate  of  Glory,  on  his  Throne,  in  the 
Midft  of  Myriads  of  blefTed  Spirits  ;  the  Delight  of  every  Eye,  the  Joy  of 
every  Heart,  the /upr^i me  Rc(\:  and  Satiffatlion  of  every  happv  Soul.  To 
whom  be  G LOR y.  Dominion,  and  Power  forever,     AMEN. 
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